
Habari!!  June 2025 
 
“Habari” is the “hello” of Swahili. It is universally offered with great vitality as a greeting from 
our “rafiki’s” (friends) in Nkungi, a small remote village in central Tanzania, that we came along 
side of two decades ago with our AfricanSMILE ministry. (Yes, the second part of that is an 
acronym. Go to www.commhope.org/serve to see what the letters stand for and learn more.)  
 
Our AfricanSMILE ministry has three primary areas of on-going focus: 1) Emergency Food to 
help the lepers and other food-insecure families in the community get by; 2) Eye care clinics 
held by Iambi Lutheran Hospital 4 times a year. (Iambi Lutheran Hospital was the primary focus 
of the ministry when we started it.); and 3) Supporting salaries for two teachers at Iambi 
Nursing School.  
 
Jerry May’s previous letter shared a little about the people we’ve helped and become friends 
with. In this letter I’d like to share a little bit about Iambi Nursing School and the teachers we are 
supporting.  
 
The nursing school was started over 20 years ago, and its headmaster, Joyce Lyanga, is a tireless 
and faithful servant of the Lord who is an excellent teacher. Under her direction, Iambi Nursing 
School produces graduates with the highest scores in Tanzania. In front of the school are posted, 
in stone, the school’s Philosophy, Values, Vision and Mission.  

 

Iambi School of Nursing has 4 teachers, including Headmaster Joyce who also is the administrator, who teach 

approximately 30 students.  

Below are brief profiles of the two teachers we sponsor. Pr. Gary, Jerry and I met them in our most recent trip 

in 2024, and were impressed with their character and heart for the Lord. They have opportunities to teach for 

more money and stability at a government school, but they chose Iambi Nursing School because of its mission 

and values, and that they can freely express their faith as they teach nursing and care.  

http://www.commhope.org/serve


Dear Dan 

My name is Alex Simbeye with Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BScN) from The University 

of Dodoma (UDOM). I come from Mbeya region in Tanzania where I grown and started 

my academic journey.  

I decided to join at Iambi Nursing School as Nurse tutor because I have passion of 

mentoring and Teaching students, nursing expertise and practical experience and 

alignment with Iambi Nursing School's mission and values.  

My favourite things at Iambi Nursing School is Teaching students different things 

according to their curriculum concerning Nursing profession. My hobby is playing football. 

Yours truly 

ALEX SIMBEYE  

 

Hello Daniel 

I am MAISHA KAMBARAGE 

I grew up in Geita region, Tanzania 

I went to St John’s University of Tanzania for my degree (Bachelor of science in 

Nursing) 

I chose Iambi school of nursing because it is a religious institution which always 

serves the community with sense of love. 

My favorite thing at Iambi are sense of love and cooperation as they recognize value 

of my hard work and trust me with responsibilities and challenges which enhance my 

professional skills, capabilities and knowledge. 

When I am not teaching I like to watch movies, watching football matches and jogging. 

Thank you. 

NURSING TUTOR 

 

 

We will be going back to Nkungi village in 2026 during the February / March timeframe to check in on these 

programs and to work on a project to upgrade the water system for Iambi Lutheran Hospital and the village. If 

you are interested in a fantastic adventure that immerses you in a wholly different culture with very beautiful 

people, please let us know by sending an inquiry to office@commhope.org.  

mailto:office@commhope.org

